


Memories 
from the 1950’s

Assembled by:
Emily Kittle Morrison 

Jim Klein

Prepared for the 50th Reunion 
of the

Catalina High School
Graduating Class of 1960

To view additional works by Rand, please go to his
website at: www.randomshots.com or contact him via
his e-mail address: randomarts@cox.net.

We wish to thank  Rand  Carlson who  gave us
permission to  use one of his creations, the “Fox”
image that is featured on the cover of this publication.

Special Acknowledgement



4

Like 2010, the year 1960, the year of our graduation from Catalina High 
School, was a Federal Census year. The decennial enumeration found 
the population of Tucson to stand at 212,892, up from the 1950 Census
 total of 45,454 inhabitants. This means that during our elementary and 
secondary school years, Tucson’s population grew by over 365 percent!
The 1960 count put Tucson among the 75 largest cities in the United 
States. When you add the city’s number to the county’s population of 
262,139, the total for the area in 1960 stood at 475,031 residents.
The skyline of the Old Pueblo was undergoing dramatic change during 
our four years at Catalina. A new city hall containing the offices of Mayor
Don Hummel and City Manager Porter Homer replaced the old one, 
new high rise buildings were constructed downtown, and older buildings 
like the Valley National Bank and the Pioneer Hotel had stories added to 
them. 

The main streets for us were Speedway Boulevard, Broadway Street, 
22nd Street, and – a distant fourth – Grant Road, all running east and 
west. We witnessed a dramatic increase in traffic along these arteries. 
And where people went, commerce and businesses followed. It was 
along these straight and wide arteries that individual stores and, 
increasingly, shopping centers  were built. One of the first “shopping 
centers” to be built in Tucson was El Rancho Market, which opened on 
Speedway in July 1949. This was followed by dozens of other “villages,” 
“-ways,” “-gates,” “gardens,” and “plazas.” In our time, we saw the 
addition of Swanway, Delray, County Fair, Southgate, Casas Adobes, 
Amphi Plaza, Monterey Village, Campbell Plaza, Flowing Wells, El Con 
Shopping Center, and other El Ranchos. Many of the businesses that 
we knew are no longer around, but we remember their names: Johnie’s
Drive-In, Myerson’s, Gruenwald and Adams, Jacome’s, Lewis Shoes, 
Steinfeld’s, Porter’s of Arizona, Levy’s of Tucson, Korby’s, Nielsen Drug 
Co., Sam Levitz Warehouse, Reuben Gold’s, Kittles Bike and Key Shop, 
Ronstadt’s Hardware, Midway Lumber Company, Dietz Auto Painting 
and Repair, O’Reilly Chevrolet, Bill Breck Dodge, Curley Moffet 
Automobiles, Precision Motors, and Blakley’s, to name just a few. Gas 
could run as low as 15 cents a gallon when there was a “gas war,” and 
a typical new 1960 automobile cost around $3,000.

Tucson in 1960
By Ed Dooley

The following is an excerpt from an article written for the CHS Website 
by Ed Dooley in his monthly column called “Cruisin’ the Past”.  You can
read this and other articles by Ed at:
“www.catalina-1960-class-reunion.com”)
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In our area of town, Speedway was the boundary between Catalina High 
School and Tucson High School districts. As Tucson experienced the 
effects of the Baby Boom, new high schools were added in quick 
succession. In 1958 there were four high schools in the Tucson Unified 
School District; by 1960, there were eight: Amphitheater, Catalina, 
Flowing Wells, Pueblo, Rincon, Salpointe, Sunnyside, and Tucson. The 
athletic competition among them was  strong, although there was little
other formal contact.

Tucson had two major newspapers in 1960: the Tucson Daily Citizen 
(the evening paper) and the Tucson Daily Star (morning paper). There 
were ten radio stations broadcasting at the time: KTAN, KEVT, KCEE, 
KTKT (the favorite among teenagers), KCUB, KMOP, KTUC, KOLD, 
KAIR, and KFMM (the only FM station, playing classical music). There 
were four television stations: KVOA (NBC), KGUN (ABC), KOLD (CBS), 
and KUAT (the University of Arizona which broadcast “educational l
television”).

In 1958, Arizona Highways magazine published a special edition on 
“Tucson: Sunshine City in the Desert.” Making allowance for his 
boosterism, the editor was justified in writing: “We met a man not long 
ago who moved to Tucson with his family last spring. His  only regret was 
that he had not made the move years before. ‘Why do you like Tucson?’ 
we asked. His answer: ‘Because Tucson is a  big modern city with the
friendliness and easy informality of a small town.’

Many of us remember the Old Pueblo just that way. And apparently the 
AARP agrees. In the September/October 2009 issue of its magazine, 
AARP selected Tucson as its number one choice of “Best Places to Live.”

Cruisin’ Speedway
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People
News Makers of the Day

Nikita Khrushshev Dwight D. Eisenhower Hubert Humphrey

J. Edgar Hoover John F. Kennedy Fidel Castro

Barry Goldwater Stewart Udall George Meany
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People
More News Makers of the Day

Douglas MacArthur Charles de Gaulle Richard Nixon

Bobby FischerFrancis Gary Powers“Che” Guevara

Stuart SymingtonJoe MacCarthyNorman Thomas
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The Russians launch the first man-made satellite

De-segregation law tested in Little Rock, Arkansas

News Stories

Events

Cuban Revolution
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J. P. Richardson (The Big Bopper), Richie Valens, and Buddy Holly 
killed in plane crash

The U2 Incident and Francis Gary Powers’ Trial

Charles van Doren
Prize Show Scandal
$64,000 Question

Nixon vs. Kennedy
First Televised Presidential 

Candidates’ Debates

Other News Events
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Top Events During our Grad Year

Top News Stories
Captain Gary Powers U-2 Spy Plane Shot Down Over Russia

Israelis Kidnap Adolf Eichman from Argentina to Jerusalem

John F. Kennedy Wins Democratic Nomination, Nixon Wins GOP

Two White Public Schools in New Orleans Are The First To Inte-
grate

House Committee Looks into "Payola" American Bandstand DJ Dick 
Clark Involved

Alan Freedman Eight Arrested in Taking Radio Payola
Other News items:

Enovil 10, first contraceptive pill sold for .50 cents each

Two airliners collide off Staten Island, 134 die

Howdy Dowdy show ends after 13 years

Castro Nationalizes all American property

Emily Post, Queen of etiquette dies

How many of you remember the following article that appeared in 
the Lady's Home Journal?  An "exposé" of Catalina High School's 
rich, wild teenagers!

Potpourri:

Harper Lee wins a Pulitzer Prize for "To Kill a Mockingbird"

Pete Rozell becomes NFL Commissioner

Cassius Clay wins Olympic Gold in Boxing

Daiz Arnaz and Lucille Ball file for Divorce

New York court rules "Lady Chatterley's Lover" is not obscene

Earnest Evans changes his name to Chubby Checker

New Words: Anchorman, sit-in, cosmonaut, bluegrass, laser
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Top Events During our Grad Year

Sports:

NFL Football: Philadelphia 17 - Green Bay 13

Pro MVP: Norm Van Brocklin, Phil (QB); Joe Schmidt, Detroit (LB)

College Football: Minnesota (#1)

Heisman Trophy: Joe Bellino, Navy (HB)

Rose Bowl: Washington 17 - Minnesota 7

Orange Bowl: Missouri 21 - Navy 14

Cotton Bowl: Duke 7 - Arkansas 6

Sugar Bowl: Mississippi 14 - Rice 6

Top Movies:

Psycho

Dolce vita, La

The Alamo

G.I. Blues

Butterfield 8  

Elmer Gantry

Exodus

Inherit the Wind

Never on Sunday

The Apartment  

Spartacus

The Magnificent Seven

Where the Boys Are

Best Actress: Liz Taylor (Butterfield 8)
Best Actor: Burt Lancaster (Elmer Gantry)
Best Picture: The Apartment
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1. Cathy's Clown, The Everly Brothers
2. He'll Have to Go, Jim Reeves
3. Theme from "A Summer Place", Percy Faith
4. It's Now Or Never, Elvis Presley
5. Teen Angel, Mark Dinning
6. I'm Sorry, Brenda Lee
7. Running Bear, Johnny Preston
8. Handy Man, Jimmy Jones
9. Stuck On You, Elvis Presley
10. The Twist, Chubby Checker
11. Everybody's Somebody's Fool, Connie Francis
12. Alley-Oop, Hollywood Argyles
13. Greenfields, Brothers Four
14. What In The World's Come Over You, Jack Scott
15. El Paso, Marty Robbins
16. Weld One, Bobby Rydell
17. My Heart Has A Mind Of Its Own, Connie Francis
18. Sweet Nothin's, Brenda Lee
19. Only The Lonely, Roy Orbison
20. Itsy Bitsy Teenie Weenie Yellow Polkadot Bikini, 
Brian Hyland

Top Songs

Books
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Rock and Roll Performers
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Popular Baseball Players 
and Baseball Cards
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Popular NFL Football Players 
And Football Cards
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The Cars of the Day

Dick Martin and his “vette” Linda Salant and Emily Kittle
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More Cars
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Popular Movies
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More Movies
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Who was Hot in Hollywood?
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The Crooners and Divas of the Day
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The Start of the Beat Generation

Beatnik in Greenwich 
Village New York

Allen Ginsberg

Jack Kerouac

William S. Burroughs
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Popular Television Shows
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Other Television Shows
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Some of the Favorite Magazines
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The Comics
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Potpourri
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More Potpourri
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...and more
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Tucson

Tucson featured on “Arizona Highways’” cover
February 1958
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Around Town

Dairy Queen The Fox Theatre
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Congress Street
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Aerial photo of the Midway Drive-in 
1958

Remembering the Drive-In Movies
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Places close by

Lodge at Mount Lemmon

San Xavier Mission

“A” Mountain

Sabino Canyon and Seven Falls“Old” Tucson

Kitt Peak Observatory

Colossal Cave
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After the Game Meeting Places
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Catalina High School

Aerial view of Catalina when it opened on January 27, 1957

Our School
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The Lunch Room and sometime Study Hall

CHS Football Stadium
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Some CHS Documents
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Our YearBooks
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The Senior Prom
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Graduation Day
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The following essay was written by our classmate, Wallis 
Jacobus, just a couple of weeks before we graduated.
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